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FAITH IN ACTION 


The Faith of the Christian Church 
is and should be a living experience 
‘in the life of the believer throughout 
the church year. Each believer ought 
to testify of this faith in all his walks 
of life. Perhaps it is more challeng- 
ing during the season of Lent in which 
there is a greater emphasis of the In- 
carnation and Sacrifice of our Lord — 
the stress of what He really was and 


| did and the assurance and hope He 


gave of eternal life. 


In Lent we meditate particularly 
upon the culmination of the sacrifice 
on the Cross and we sense that the 
death of Christ is not only purposeful 
but challenging; that this challenge 
faces man and calls for action and 
response. We are also conscious that 
Jesus died voluntarily for the whole 
world so that sinners might be saved 
and sin destroyed. If we truly recog- 
nize this, that God in human form 
died for man, we cannot remain dor- 
mant and lukewarm and inactive in 
the Faith. Instead we will try to 
follow the example of Christ in His 
sacrificial act in which He portrayed 
in dramatic form absolute obedience 
and simple humility that was finally 
accentuated on the Cross. In other 
words Lent calls for the expression of 
our faith, the response to the call of 
God, the manifestation of that which 
we believe and confess; it calls for 


A Message for Lent by Pastor R. John Singh 


putting our faith and belief into action 
in daily living. 

One of the best illustrations of faith 
in action is found in the Gospel for 
the Second Sunday in Lent. Here we 
have the incident of a Canaanite wo- 
man whose faith in Christ was put to 
the acid test. 


The first indication of the exercise 
of her faith was the fact that she came 
to the Master for help. She had con- 
fidence in Him; she believed that 
through faith in Jesus her daughter 
would be healed. In our daily 
experience is it not true that there is 
always confidence before we ever go 
to a doctor for medical. treatment ? 
Do we not look for some measure of 
reliability as a necessary qualification, 
as this woman sought, before we seek 
aid. 


about miracles, Luther 
said that miracles take place not 
because they are performed but 
because they are believed. And a 
doctor said as he was leaving a 
patient’s room that “her faith has done 
more for her than the treatment.” 
Many doctors will affirm that ‘the 
patient’s faith is a major help in any 
type of treatment. The faith of the 
Canaanite woman was genuine. 


The strength of the woman’s faith. 
is next seen after Jesus “answered her 
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A Message for Lent — Continued 


not a word.” This did not discourage 
her. She remained unshaken. She 
was fervent in hope. 


In the third place after the disciples 
tried to “send her away” and when 
Jesus turned down their resolution 
her faith was kindled with greater 
enthusiasm which gave expression to 
her coming and “worshipped Him, 
saying, Lord help me.” 


The excellence and magnificence of 
her faith is portrayed, however, in the 
challenge which Jesus Himself gave 
to the woman. “It is not meet to 
take the children’s bread and to cast 
it to dogs.” To many of us this 
might be a crushing defeat of real pur- 
pose. But to the woman of Canaan 
it was a stepping stone to testimony, 
confession and faith. Recognizing 
that Jesus had come to the Jews and 
not to “dogs” she gave full expression 
to her faith: “yet the dogs eat of the 
crumbs which fall from the Master’s 
table.” Her faith was so strong that 
she was willing to take even that which 
the Jews rejected. No wonder Jesus 
marvelled and said “O woman, great 


is thy faith: be it unto thee even as 
thou wilt. And her daughter was 
made whole from that hour,” 


This narrative gives us a clear-cut 
example of what faith in Jesus Christ 
can do; for here we see the power of 
faith in action. We all need a faith 
like this—‘“‘a faith that will not shrink 
though pressed by many a foe.” We 
need a faith that radiates love, de- 
votion and service to God; a faith 
which in gratitude speaks in action. 


In the Lenten season as we think 
of Jesus and the cross, of His death 
due to our sin and for our salvation, 
may we recognize in full that His 
sacrifice is actually God reaching 
down to man. And that man in turn 
must respond to this “reaching down” 
of God. This God-man relationship 
can be described as a two-way traffic. 
God through love reaching down to 
man, and man through faith in action 
strives back to God. The faith of the 
church is never dead; it lives on and 
onward it goes. If our faith is alive 
it will manifest itself in a living way; 
it will speak in action. 


ANNOUNCEMENT OF NEW ADMINISTRATIVE ORGANI- 
SATION AND PROPOSED NEW CONSTITUTION HIGH- 
LIGHT EIGHTEENTH ANNUAL CHURCH CONVENTION 


The business of the Eighteenth 
Annual Convention of the Evangelical 
Lutheran Church in British Guiana, 
like that of most other conventions 
since August 1956, required little 
more than a day to complete, but in 
that time delegates heard some reports 
of far-reaching significance for the 
church. 

Perhaps the report to bring most 
immediate results was the resolution 
presented by the Administrative Com- 
mittee requesting the Board of Foreign 


Missions to change the Committee 
into a partially elected body of the 
Church called an Administrative 
Council. The resolution called for a 
new business and policy body consist- 
ing of twelve members, including all 
seven members of the Executive Com- 
mittee, four appointees of the Board, 
and the Board’s Secretary, Dr. W. C. 
Johnson. 

The new Council will have a major- 
ity of members elected by the Church, 
compared with the former Adminis- 
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trative Committee which was: entirely 
appointed by the Board. Already 
approved by the Board effective Feb- 
ruary 1961 to February i964, the 
new Administrative Council will serve 
as a transitional form of administra- 
tion until an entirely elected body can 
be restored. 


Review of the continuation of the 
Administrative Committee was not to 
have taken place before August 1961 
under the agreement of 1956, but the 
Board concurred with the view ex- 
pressed by the church, “that some 
transition towards the former admin- 
istration of the church should be 
made beginning in 1961, and that the 
transition should not be made sud- 
denly.” 


Interest in the elections naturally 
increased as a_ result of the unex- 
pected announcement of the resolu- 
tion, since all members elected by the 
Convention to the Executive Commit- 
tee would now serve on the new 
administrative body of the church. 


The seven elected to serve on the 
Executive Committee are: Rev. A. R. 
Bowen, President; Rev. F. D. Christ- 


hilf, Vice-President; Rev. D. R. 
Gebert, Treasurer; Catechist A. 
Kowlessar, Secretary; Rev. H. C. 
Magalee, Catechist M. Jahoor and 


Mr. C. S. Chu. The four appointees re- 
cently chosen by the Board are: Rev. 
R. J. Singh, Mr. J. Sukhu, Rev. W. E. 
Cox, and Rev. A. J. Henne. 


Another report of importance came 
from the newly-appointed Constitution 
Committee who presented a resolu- 
tion calling for the drafting of a new 
constitution for the church. Principal 
reasons given by the committee for the 
proposed new draft were “the more 
complex administrative task” now 


resting on the aiurch, and “the inad- 
equacy of the provisions of the 1943 
constitution for the present and future 
needs of the church”. 


The resolution directed the Admin- 
istrative Council “to draft a new 
constitution for the Evangelical 
Lutheran Church in British Guiana 
to be placed in the hands of all 
delegates on or before April 30, 
1961” for possible adoption by the 
church at a special convention in 
August 1961. 


No official word has come from the 
Board of Foreign Missions concerning 
the proposed new draft. 


Encouraging news that the church 
had finally recovered from its one- 
time indebtedness of $15,563 to a 


“ground level” balance of income 
and expenditures came from _ the 
Treasurers report. The two _ big 
reasons for the achievement, ex- 


plained Pastor Gebert, were “that our 
people have contributed the highest 
amount of self-support in the history 
of our church (an increase of more 
than $4,000 over last year’s previous 
high), and that we practised ‘living 
within our budget’ better than we had 
ever practised it before.” 


The report showed that ten land 
purchases were completed in 1960 
totalling $60,000, as well as thirteen 
building projects totalling $326,317. 


In a section of the report titled, 
“How to Lose Friends and Irritate 
People,” the Treasurer indicated that 
the $7,000 out on loans at the begin- 
ning of 1960 had been reduced to less 
than half that amount by year-end, 
and should be wiped out completely 
by 1961. Loans outside of the Mutual 
Aid Society will be strictly stopped, 
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as will salary advances, since both 
practices in the past have been re- 
sponsible for major budget deficits. 
“Already salaries are paid 12 or 13 
days before the end of the month,” 
noted Pastor Gebert. 


The lengthy report from. the 
Stewardship and Evangelism Commit- 
tee, while noting the unprecedented 
95.7% achievement of the 1960 ap- 
portionment goal of $28,000, con- 
tained a sharp indictment of the 
church’s serious lethargy in member- 
ship increase. To the common habit 
of workers entering low communing 
membership figures to avoid in- 
creased apportionment assessments, 
the Treasurer presented irrefutable 
evidence that “congregations where 
evangelism is marching forward have 
the best giving records,” due to the 
obvious fact that the easiest way to 
meet the apportionment assessment, 


based on figures two years previous, 
is to admit more members. 


‘In all there were 28 reports given 
at convention. The programme con- 
cluded with the installation of the 
newly-elected members of the Execu- 
tive Committee at an evening service. 


In a sense, the setting of the con- 
vention in the temporary worship hall 
of Ebenezer congregation was appro-. 
priate to the mood. of convention. 
Not only for Ebenezer congregation, 
but for the whole church, the disap- 
pearance of the old and the expecta- 
tion of the new was a common and 
exciting experience. Adopting a new 
form of administration and awaiting 
the proposed new constitution, the 
church was making it abundantly 
clear at its Eighteenth Convention 
that it was looking forward to new 
opportunities and challenges in the 
years ahead. 


. PASTORS TRAVEL TO PUERTO RICO FOR TALKS AT 
UNIVERSITY. 


For one week in February, Presi- 
dent A: R. Bowen, accompanied by 
Pastors W. E. Cox and D. R. Gebert, 
visited Inter-American University 
authorities at San German, Puerto 
Rico, where Lutheran scholarship 
students are studying to prepare for 
church vocations. 


From the time that Lutheran stu- 
dents have been sent to Inter-Ameri- 
can University, the church has 
arranged at least annual visits to the 
authorities and students there to 
review the scholarship programme and 
observe the progress of the students’ 
work. The church representatives had 
lengthy talks with the President, Dean 
and other officials of the University. 


Scholarship students now attending 
the University are: Miss Avril Webb 
(Domestic Science), Mr. Geoffrey 
Tannassee (Ministry), Mr. Harry 
Rajabally (Ministry), Miss Stella 
Sukdeo (Education), and Mr. John 
Harricharran. (Education). 


The church representatives had 
planned to extend their trip to Jamaica 
to make enquiries at the University 
College of the West Indies and the 
nearby Union Theological Saminary. 
But the trip to Jamaica had to be 
cancelled due to a sudden plane strike 
which forced their return several days 
earlier than expected. Another trip 
to Jamaica may be planned shortly. 


Signs are that the scholarship pro- 
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gramme of the church will, in the 
near future, be confined generally to 
the University College, since graduates 
of this institution commonly earn 
fuller recognition in status from local 
government, especially teachers. The 


expense, distance and varied acade- 
mic standards encountered in sending 
students abroad makes the University 
College more suited to training the 
church’s students in most cases, 


GOD IS AT WORK 


During the month of December, 
two new Chapels were dedicated to 
the Glory of God. The first to be 
dedicated was St. Bartholomew, 
Fyrish Road, on Sunday afternoon 
11th, in the presence of a very large 
assembly of Lutherans, members of 
other denominations and even non- 
Christians. Seven days later St. Luke’s 
Philippi, was dedicated with an equally 
large attendance. Fine weather pre- 
vailed on both occasions and the at- 
mosphere was one of friendliness, 
thoughtfulness and thankfulness. 


ing of Mrs. W. E. Cox who also offi- 
ciated at the organ. At Fyrish she 
was joined by Mr. Vernon Williams. 
No special service of this kind is now 
complete without the participation of 
Mrs. Cox, so much popularity her 
singing has brought her. 


Both Chapels were 
built by Nabi & Sons and though 
somewhat different in architecture, 
they are both very beautiful Chapels. 
Popular view, however, is that St. 
Bartholomew has the edge, having 


designed and 


St. Bartholomew Church, Fyrish Road, on the day of dedication, 11th December, 1960, 


Rev. A. R. Bowen, President of the 
Church in British Guiana, officiated 
at both ceremonies, with the Pastors, 
Catechist, Parish Workers and 
Council officers playing their appro- 
priate roles. Both services were very 
much enhanced by the beautiful sing- 


the Swan prominently displayed, 
while at St. Luke’s the Swan does not 
appear. Both buildings are concrete 
structures and bear the mark of a 
well finished job. 


Rey. J. R. Singh preached the 
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St. Bartholomew. , “A 
he called himself when 
expressing his appreciation at being 
invited to bring the message. But 
Pastor Singh did not prove himself a 
“Youngster” in the very inspiring ser- 
mon he preached. He reminded his 
hearers of the purpose of the early 
Church, which purpose still remained 
to this day and called upon the con- 
gregation of St. Bartholomew to live 
up to this purpose. 

St. Luke’s had the honour of lis- 
tening to a straight-from-the-heart 
sermon by popular preacher, the Rev. 
Donald Gebert, the Church’s Treas- 
urer. Pastor Gebert chose “God's 
Love” as his theme and in a very 
practical. manner treated his congre- 
gation to a discourse on the length, 
breadth, height and depth of God’s 
love for those He created. 

Similar features of both services 
were the reading of the history of the 
Churches from their very humble 


sermon at 
Youngster” 
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beginnings, the returning of thanks to 
all those who had helped in some way 
or other and the expressing of greet- 
ings from sister congregations. Of 
spectacular significance, however, 
was the orderly procession from the 
old place of worship and one could 
have easily seen the happiness that 
beamed from the faces of the mem- 
bers as they wended their way to 
their new and stimulating place of 
worship. They had waited long and 
their patience had been rewarded. 
Now God be praised! Perhaps it 
should be added that tefreshments 
were liberally served on both occa- 
sions. It might be appropriate to add 
that the congregation at St Bartholo- 
mew were loud in their thanks to Mr. 
J. Latchana for free electric lights. 
Passers-by along the Corentyne 
road cannot but be impressed by the 
new Lutheran Chapels and thoughtful 
ones cannot help reflecting “God Is 
At Work”. 
— JAS. 


CHURCH CONSTRUCTION MAINTAINS STEADY PACE 


The quick succession of dedications 
of the two new churches at Fyrish 
Road and Cromarty on the Corentyne 
last December was indicative of the 
rapid pace of church construction 
taking place in other areas. 


Reformation Day in the Skeldon 
parish was celebrated by the dedication 
of advance-design Emmanuel Church 
(see picture). Designed by the Trini- 
dad architectural firm of Mence & 
Moore, the $29,000 Skeldon Church 
has become the striking focal point 
of the attractive school campus. 


Two more chapels are presently 
under construction at Rosignol and 
Armadale, where services had been 
kept in the bottom houses of the resi- 


dences. Work on these chapels is 
expected to finish in May, involving 
a combined cost of about $35,000. 


Evangelical Lutheran Church 
Skeldon. 
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Both projects will require a portion 
of the cost to be paid by the congre- 
gations, although neither falls under 
the so-called 10% A-B-C (Advance 


Final 


. plans are expected to be in 
hand for 


approval by early March, 


and construction may begin by mid- 
April. 


The total cost of the new 


New Ebenezer as rendered by Architect. 


Before Contract) requirement, which 
affects chapels beginning only with 
the 1961 priorities list. 


Soon to be started is the imposing 
new all-concrete Ebenezer Church 
(see picture). Scheduled to begin as 
early as August 1960, delays in pre- 
paring the plans for the new church 
have caused several postponements of 
the construction date. Considerable 
changes had become necessary since 
the first sketches appeared in April, 
1960. 


church is reported to be about 
$120,000, of which amount Ebenezer 
congregation will be subscribing 
$10,000. But construction will have 
to wait on Board approval of the 
needed extra funds which were un- 
foreseen when the original figure of 
$95,000 was set. 


Four more chapels scheduled for 
construction this year shall have to 


meet their A-B-C payments: Ruim- 
veldt, Crabwood Creek, Sheet An- 
chor, Bush Lot (Corentyne) and 


Bachelor’s Adventure. 


MR. J. P. SOMWARU APPOINTED PRINCIPAL OF 
SKELDON LUTHERAN HIGH SCHOOL 


Mr. Jwalla Persaud Somwaru _ has 
been appointed principal of Skeldon 
Lutheran High School, His appoint- 
ment, effective since Ist February, 


fills a vacancy existing since October 
1959. Mr. Harlow Bowen, a member 
of the staff, had served as acting 
principal during the interim. 


Mr. J- P. Somwaru Ar 
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For the past. © 
waru was 


Old Ebenezer as it appeared shortly before demolition, February, 1961. 


to all the people of the community. 


The Rev. A. R. Bowen, President 
of the church, was present for the 
service and preached the sermon for 
the occasion. Having been raised as 
a boy in Ebenezer Church, Pastor 
Bowen was able to bring many stir- 
ring and personal reminiscences to the 
worshippers. In addition to Pastor 
Bowen’s message, special music was 
brought by the two choirs of Ebenezer 
Church. As the service was concluded, 
the skies poured down and many said 
that it was an indication that even the 


heavens were. sad at the passing of 
this grand old church. 


The following day. dismantling of 
the building was begun to pre- 
pare for the construction of the new 
church. The new building will seat 
approximately four hundred in the 
nave plus extra seating in the gallery, 
contemporary in design the new 
church will be the fitting symbol to 
witness the present day needs of our 
people. 


—W.E.C. 


PARISH BUDGET PLAN IN OPERATION 


Increasing pressure of requests from 
congregations for funds from the 
church has forced into operation a 
plan designed to fasten the responsi- 
bility for raising money much more 


squarely on the 
before. 


parishes than ever 


Since the apportionment system was 
started years ago local giving has 
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risen steadily, but it has been directed 
so wholly away from the parishes to 
the church that congregations knew 
little about how their offerings were 
being spent, and could see few effects 
in their local area when it was. The 
steady withdrawal of funds from the 
congregations caused the task of pro- 
viding local expenses, especially re- 
pairs, to be placed less on the con- 
gregations and more on the church 
as the system continued. The with- 
drawal of local funds meant an even 
more noticeable withdrawal of local 
responsibility. 


To restore some of the responsi- 
bility for administering the work of 
the church to the parishes the church 
initiated the parish budget plan. It 
permits parishes to retain part of their 
apportionment funds and apply them 
directly to necessary repairs in the 
parish without waiting on church 
approval. 


The parishes have never before 
administered their own funds to the 
extent they are now. Where parish 
budgets had been started they had 
served primarily as a convenient 
means of pooling the finances of the 
congregations. But they never pre- 
sumed to displace entirely an actual 
item of the church’s operating bud- 
get, which is what the present plan 
is doing. 


The new plan means that parishes 
will be administering entirely by them- 
selves the maintenance budget of the 
church. In effect, the $14,000 item 
called “Maintenance” will no longer 


be spent by the churcy 
parishes. 


Proper oversight of the enlarged 
parish budgets is in the hands of 
parish councils, functioning rather like 
small scale administrative councils, 
and constituted in such a way that 
they provide fair representation from 
all congregations and preaching points 
in a parish. These councils will 
decide what repairs are most import- 
ant, and how the parish money is to 
be spent. With the restoration of funds 
will come a restoration of responsi- 
bility, and perhaps the most agree- 
able feature of the parish budget plan 
is the opportunity it offers lay people 
and workers to exercise a voice in 
how church funds are to be spent. 


The hard necessity the plan will 
present to the parishes is that before 
any funds can be claimed from the 
church to supplement the parish 
treasuries, the parishes will first have 
to remit 100% of their apportionment 
quota to the church. After this, 
parishes will receive funds from the 
church equalling 40% of what they 
sent to the church. Whatever un- 
spent apportionment funds remain, 
with the matching funds received from 
the church, will accumulate in the 
parish treasury and be spent for re- 
pairs as decided by the parish coun- 
cil. 


But until a parish sends its 100% 
sum to the church, its treasury will 
remain bare as Mother Hubbard’s 
cupboard, and repairs will have to go 
undone. Necessity, in this case, will 
be the mother of better stewardship. 
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adget plan will do two 

uungs. It will offer oppor- 

tunity to more workers and lay per- 
sons to exercise their voice in how 
church funds are to be spent. And it 
will teach a lesson as fundamental to 
good financing as it is to good religion: 


to RECEIVE requires first that we 
GIVE. The parish budget is more 
than just a financial arrangement. It 
will become a useful aid to relating 
people more directly and with more 
interest to the work of their church. 


